Genesis 31

Scriptures:
P Notes:

God can influence His people to do
His will.

Influence: the power to change or
affect someone or something: the
power to cause changes without
directly forcing them to happen

: a person or thing that affects
someone or something in an
important way

Three ways God can influence:

1. Desire — God puts
desires in our heart

2. Difficulty — God makes
our circumstances
uncomfortable

3. Directly — God will
speak directly to us or
through His Word (most
common) and through
His people

We have to be very careful with the
first two. Our heart can lie to us,
Satan can influence our desires, and
the world has an influence on our
desires.

Difficult circumstances don’t always
mean God is trying to move us. Just
because someone’s marriage is
difficult doesn’t mean God wants
them to end it.

We must always line up what we are
sensing with what God’s Word says.



Title ideas:
Faith and God’s Influence!

Scriptures:

Scriptures:

®)
1 Now Jaceb heard the words of L‘é%&an’s sé’ﬁv'?s,

saying, “Jacob has taken away all that was Gt

fa‘thger’s, and from what was JGr fafhier’s

;@m@g all this w&lt

6213 — to make,
gain

2 And Jacob & the countenance of Laban, and

3942 — “The
feelings conveyed
by a person’s
face’

indeed it was not favorable toward him as be%re.

626 | Genesis (NKJV)

Notes:

Notes:



Scrpure: 3Then the Létd said to Jacob, “Return to the land e

Genesis 30:25-26 - And it Six years have passed since Jacob

came to pass, when Rachel sensed the call to leave and go back
had borne Joseph, that home (Gen. 30:25-26).

Jacob said to Laban, “Send

me away, that | may go to Sometimes the Lord’s voice is easier
my own place and to my to hear when our circumstances are
country. 26 Give me my hard.

wives and my children for
whom | have served you,
and let me go; for you know

PP ne
my service whic ave N - -
mensete - of yaur fathérs and to your family, andTwill be

with ySu.”
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Scriptures: 430 Jacobb sent and called Rathel and LEah to the e

field, to his flock,

. . -
seriptures: 5 and said to thém, “ see Jour fafhier’s Notes:

countenance, that it is not favorable toward me as

befote; but the God of iy father has been with
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Seriptures: 6 And %8t know that with all my might? have Notes:

served Your father.

Sorptures: 7Yet §6br father has deceived me and changed e

God can restrain the wicked from
2048 - 2498 - harming us.

‘...your father has deceived me...” —
we usually see our sins most clearly
in others, rather than in ourselves.

Ty waﬁzes ten times, but G6d did not allow Hiff to

hurt nfe.

7489 — to spoil
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Scriptures:

Scriptures:

8 1f I said thus: ‘The speckled shall be your

Wa§es,’ then all the flocks bore speckled. And if

HE said thus: ‘The streaked shall be your nges,’

then all the flocks bore streaked.

9 S0 God has taken away the livestock of $our

5337 — snatched

S
father and given fem to e,
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Notes:

Notes:



Scriptures:

10«And it happened, at the tife when the flocks

conceived, that T lifted my &es and §3w in a

dream, and behold, the rams which leaped upon

the flocks were streaked, speckled, and gray-

spotted.
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Notes:



Scriptures:

Scriptures:

X
1 Then the @%}Jel of GOd spoke to rrie in a dream,

saying, ‘Jacdb.” And T said, “Here T am.’

12 And HE said, ‘Lift your s now and §&8, all

the rams which leap on the flocks are streaked,

speckled, and gray-spotted; for Thave seen all that

L&B&n is doing to you.

632 |

Genesis (NKJV)

Notes:

‘Angel of God’ = ‘God of Bethel’ =
Christophany — preincarnate
appearance of Jesus Christ

Key to success in life — being ready
to respond.

Notes:

Jacob is confessing that his success
with breeding the flocks was not
based on his superior abilities but
God’s grace.



Scriptures:

Genesis 28:20-22 - Then
Jacob made a vow, saying,
“If God will be with me,
and keep me in this way
that | am going, and give
me bread to eat and clothing
to put on, 21 so that | come
back to my father’s house in
peace, then the LORD shall
be my God. 22 And this
stone which | have set as a
pillar shall be God’s house,
and of all that You give me
1 will surely give a tenth to
You.”

¥¥am the GO of Bethel, where y6u anointed the

pillar and where you made a vow to Vié. Now

arise, get out of this land, and return to the land of

your family.” ”

5088 -

633

Genesis (NKJV)

Notes:

...you made a vow...” God is
reminding Jacob of the vow he made
as he was going to Padan Aram
twenty years earlier (Gen. 28:20-22).
Jacob may have forgotten, but God
never forgets.

Jacob is telling his wives what God
had told him and his intention to
obey.



scripures: 14 Then Réchel and L'eah answered and said to otes

It appears that Rachel and Leah have
no respect for their father.

hith, “Is there still any portion or inheritance for

L. e s,
s in our father’s house?

scriptures: 15 Are ftE not considered strangers by Hih? For NS g Why? Wha
5237 - does that mean?

"Ye has soldis, and also completely consumed 6t

4376 - sold 398 — use up
daughter into

marriage,

someone into

slavery

money.

3701 - silver
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serpures: 10 For a” U;LQMSMQW[L&JMQS WhICh ﬁd has taken from 1'\'Ir?;[:srw1ay be the first time, sister,

6239 - Rachel and Leah, are in agreement.
“Surely a man cannot ask for
anything better than that, to have his
own loved ones endorse,
wholeheartedly and without
reservation, his own desire to do the
will of God.” (Phillips, 1980) page
252

) . ?
Yol fitfier are really Giits and G cﬁildren’s; now

then, whatever Géd has said to ygu, do it.”

Seriptures: 17 Then Jacob rose and set fis sGhs and his w?ves Notes:

on camels.
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Scriptures:

Scriptures:

18 And fie carried away all fis livestock and all his e

possessions which Re had gained, h¥s acquired

livestock which hé had gained in Padan Aram, to

go to his father Isdac in the land of Canaan.

)= )
19 Now Laban had gone to shear his sheep, and Notclear why she i thi. Was she

doing it because she believed they
would help her? It was commonly
believed that these gods were

territorial. It you wanted them to
come with you, you had to bring
their idols with you. Was she doing it
to spite her father?

Laban was aware of the God of
. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He will
Ré%he| had stolen the household idols that were even acknowledge the reality of this
- God, but to Laban the One True
8655 God was just one of many gods who
“teraphim” needed to be appeased.

It Is no different today. The
‘COEXIST’ bumper sticker is an
example of that. To that person, they
can all coexist because they are
equally valid expressions of faith.
They see no incongruity with the fact

% R /v
that several of these religions are
her fa\ther S. diametrically opposed to others.
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Scriptures:

Scriptures:

20 And Jacob stole away, unknown to Laban the e

‘...Jacob stole away...” This does not
sound like a noble way to exit.

“It isn’t enough to know and do the
will of God; we must also do His will
in the why He wants it done, the way
that will glorify Him.” Wiersbe page
129

Syrian, in that & did not tell bim that h& intended

to flee.

2150 fe fled with all that e had. He arose and Notes:

He fled from his brother Esau’s
wrath (Gen. 27:41-46), now he is

1272 - X
fleeing from Laban.

This is about three hundred miles.

crossed the river, and headed toward the

mountains of Gilead.
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scripures: 22 And Laban was told on the third day that Jadob "=

had fled.

Sorptures: 23 Then 'R took ii$ brethren with Hith and pursued nees

hith for seven dé%/s’ journey, and He®overtook him

in the mountains of Gilead.
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Scriptures:

Scriptures:

24 But God had come to Liabin the Syrian in a

dream by night, and said to fffﬁl, “Be careful that

you speak to Jacob neither good nor bad.”

2550 |aban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had

pitched his tent in the mountains, and L&b&n with

His breﬁ?ren pitched in the mountains of Gilead.
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Notes:

‘...neither good nor bad,” — didn’t
leave Laban with any room to change
the situation. No threatening or
sweet-talking would be allowed.

God was speaking to Laban and
letting Him know that this was what
God wanted — don’t mess with it!

Laban had an encounter with the
living God, and it had an impact
upon him. It influenced Laban
enough to obey in this one thing, but
it did not cause him to turn away
from his idols.

Notes:



Scriptures:

26 And Ldban said to Jacob: “What have ydu done, o, .

coerced his daughters into leaving.
He, obviously, didn’t know his
daughter’s heart in this matter.

Laban is acting as if he is a good man
who has been severely wronged.

1589 - 3824 -

carried away My dauarhters like captives taken

7617 -

with the sword?

640 | Genesis (NKJV)



Scriptures:

2TWhy did y6u flee away secretly, and steal away e e

. have. Six years earlier Jacob had
2244 1o hide wanted to leave and Laban talked
1272 —to flee f f
him out of it.

from Me, and not tell rite; forf”

might have sent you away with joy and songs,
N

7971 -

with timbrel and harp?
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scripures: 28 And ydu did not allow'riie to kiss' Wy sGhsand e

my daSghters. Now you have done foolishly in so

5528 -

doing.
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Serptures: 29|t is in'ry power to do yBu harm, but the God M=

of y()jur fdther spoke to'ife last night, saying, ‘Be

careful that you speak to Jacob neither good nor

bad.’
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Scriptures:

Scriptures:

30 And now y8u have surely gone because yéu

greatly long for ydur fathier’s house, but why did

yGu steal My gods?”

430

31 Then Jagbb answered and said to L'dlan,

: =R NS
“Because 1 was afraid, forT said, ‘Perhaps you

would take y&%r daughters from e by force.’

644 I Genesis (NKJV)

Notes:

It is very likely that these idols were
valuable. May have been made of
silver or at least silver-plated.

We can’t be certain if he was just
upset that the idols were taken or if
he actually believed his ‘gods’ were
stolen. How small and weak must
your gods be if they can be stolen.

This is the first reference in the
Scriptures of false gods.

Even though Laban had a personal
encounter with the One True God, he
clung to his false gods. That is the
demonic power of worshipping
which is false.

Notes:

Jacob was afraid Laban would
behave badly. After twenty years
dealing with and working for Laban,
probably had a pretty good idea what
he would do.

After Laban tears up the camp
looking for the false gods, Jacob
vents the anger and frustration that
has been building for many years.



serprres: 32 With Whomever ybqu flnd mr gOdS’ do nOt Iet 'J\Ia(t):t:s:unwittinglycurses his wife. In

reality Rachel put Jacob in the place
where he would curse her.

him live. In the presence ofﬁn‘?bbrethren, identify

what T have of ydlirs and take it with $6u.” For

e el
Jaceb did not know that Rachel had stolen ?Fﬁ’ém.
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Scriptures: 33 And L'4ban went into Jadob’s tent, into Leah’s s

tent, and into the two maids’ tents, but %€ did not

find them. Then'A& went out of Léah’s tent and

entered Ravc_hel’s tent.
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Serptures: 34 Now Réchel had taken the household idols, put e

them in the camel’s saddle, and sat on them. And

L'alan searched all about the tent but did not find

them.
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Scriptures:

35 And shte said to ler fifther, “Let it not displease e, 0 .

this because it was inconceivable for
him that she would be so sacrilegious
as to sit on the idols while she was in
her time of impurity.

rfy 16¥dl that'T cannot rise before 376%, for

the manner of women is with fite.” And fig

1870 — idiom for 802 -
menstrual period

searched but did not find the household idols.
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scripures: 3 Then Jacob was angry and rebuked Ldban, and =

7378 - chide

Jacdb answered and said to Laban: “What is my

tr&&hass? What is my §in, that 8t have so hotly

6588 — 2403 -
transgression
‘evildoing’

pursued me?
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scripures: 37 Although yel have searched all my things, what "

part of %‘ﬁr household things have%il found? Set

it here before my bre?ﬁ’ren and Vcﬁjr br&?\ren, that

they may judge betweenifs both!
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sapars:  These twenty yefirsT have been with Y6u; ydar o

ewes and Your female goats have not miscarried

their young, and T have not eaten the rams of Ydur

flock.
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Serptures: 39 That which was torn by beasts 1 did not bring to e

§6u; T bore the loss of it. Y6u required it from my

hand, whether stolen by d§§’/ or stolen by nigﬂt.

) <
Sotpures % There T was! In the d&Y the drought consumed 1o

z
rﬁje, and the frost by m%ht, and my slgelp departed

from my eyes.
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scripures: 4 ThusT have been in ydlr house twenty years; T v

served V(‘)’ﬁ fourteen fébars for ybﬁr two daﬁghters,

and six yeafs for your flock, and

ybu have changed my wages ten times.

2498 - 4909 -
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Scripurs: % Unless the G&Y of my father, the G4d of Notes:

Genesis 31:53 - The God of “Fear of Isaac” = only occurrence

Abraham, the God of though verse 53 is similar (Gen.
Nahor, and the God of their 31:53). Why does Isaac use this term
father judge between us.” to describe God?

And Jacob swore by the
Fear of his father Isaac.

Abraﬁﬁam and méﬁrﬁ Is%ac, had been with me,

6343 - dread

surely now %‘U would have sent e away empty-

handed. GAY has seen my aﬁﬁign and the labor

6040 — misery,
trouble

of iy hands, and rebuked )‘/’O‘B last nigﬁt.”

3198 -
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Scriptures:

%3 And L‘aban answered and said to Jacob, “These e

Laban claiming that everything that
Jacob has actually belongs to him. If
it had not been for God’s warning, he
may have taken it all from him.

(o4
daug%ters are ﬁ’ﬁ/ daughters, and these chifden

are }ﬁby chﬁc?rzén, and this flock is }‘h?/ flock; all

that you 82 is mine. But what car/T do this d&y to

these W dau%ters or to th‘oéir cf%l%l?en whom ttﬁ-}y

have borne?
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Scriptures: 44 Now therefore, come, let s Thake acovenant,  Nees

1285 -

you anéi'f and let it be a witness between you and

5707 - testimony

Scrpures: %S0 Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. e
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Scriptures:

Scriptures:

% Then Jacob said to his bréthren, “Gather Notes:

stones.” And th?; took stones and made a heap,

and ﬁw%ﬂte there on the heap.

47 | '4b%&n called it Jegar Sahadutha, but Jacob Notes

called it Galeed.
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Scriptures:

Scriptures:

48 And Laban said, “This heap is a witness Notes:

between you and 1@ this d&¥.” Therefore its name

was called Galeed,

49 also Mizpah, because ‘i€ said, “May the Lord e

This is a monument to suspicion,
distrust, and fear.

Saying, ‘Because I don’t trust you, I
want God to keep an eye on you.’

Referred to as the Mizpah
Benediction — used as a blessing. It is
even engraved on wedding rings. It is
not a blessing — it is an oath of

> istrust and fear. Probably shouldn’t
watch between ygu and Yife wheii Wé are absent st fotarly shoun

one from another.
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Scrptues: 50 |f yGu afflict Y dadghters, or if you take other e

(o]
wives besides‘ﬁfy daughters, although no &N is

withus™see, GOd is witness between you and

Yﬁ&e'”
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scripures: 51 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Here is this heap (o=

You stay on your side and | will stay
on mine.

and here is this pillar, whicrﬁbhave placed

between yGu and Hg.
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Scriptures:

52 This heap is a witness, and this pillar is a

witness, that" will not pass beyond this heap to

you, and y/éu will not pass beyond this heap and

this pillar to Pﬁ%, for harm,

7451 - evil
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Notes:



scripures: % The GéY of Abraham, the G6d of Nahor, and s
M\?"\dl i w2
the GOV of their father judge between 1%.” And
Jacob swore by theWWF@JWQI hts fa?l?er Isé/’ac.

6343 -

Satpurs: 54 Then Jacdb offered a sacrifice on the mountain, e

and called rﬁs bréfhren to eat bread. And tH?;/ ate

bread and stayed all nig%t on the mountain.

662 | Genesis (NKJV)



Scriptures:

55 And early in the morfiing L&ban arose, and Notes:

Laban’s part in the story of
reconciliation ends here.

kissed hs sohs and dagghters and blggsed ﬁ’fe?n.

Then L'&fFan departed and returned to 'S place.

Top of Chapter
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