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A Son is Given

Isaiah 9:6
Opening Comments
e Taking break from the gospel of Mark today for a Christmas
Message.

Christmas is celebration of the birth of Jesus.

I love Christmas for a lot of reasons.

But once a year we pause and remember the reason for the season.
It is right to celebrate as long as we are celebrating the right thing.
Let’s begin with a word of prayer.

Teaching

e A Sonis Given

e Turn to Luke 1.

e For most parents, naming their child is one of those important
decisions they make.

e But for two couples, that decision was made for them.

o Luke 1:5-13

e Elizabeth has a relative, possibly a cousin, named Mary.

e She also gets a visit from an angel.

o Luke 26:26-32

e Mary is told she will have a son, and that He will be the Son of God.

e Not the Son of her fiancé Joseph.

e Jesus was to be conceived in a supernatural way.

e This was predicted 700 years earlier by the prophet Isaiah 7:14.

The Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear
a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

The name Immanuel means ‘God with us’.

The angel Gabriel told Mary He would be the Son of the Highest.
Baby Jesus was not only the Son of God, He was God.

That is why we refer to Jesus as God, the Son.

In the gospel of John 1:14.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

e Christmas is the celebration of the birth of Jesus.
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e (God came in the form of this newborn Child to the world He created.
e But Jesus was not just the Son of God.

e Other titles are attributed to Jesus, even before He was born.

e [saiah talks about this Child promised to Mary. Isaiah 9:6

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be
upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

e Not only will this Child be called Son of the Highest, but five other
titles.

e [t is these five titles plus His name that I want to focus on today.

e [t is interesting to know what a name means, but it is much more
important that we know what this name means for us.

e First, Jesus is Wonderful.

This means a miracle, unusual, extraordinary, or fills with wonder.

No one that ever walked this earth was like Jesus.

Everyone that met Him was amazed by Him.

He healed people, freed them from bondage of demonic influences,

and taught them about the Kingdom of God in a way that stunned His

listeners.

e Second, Jesus is Counselor.

e This speaks of His great wisdom — the wisdom of God.

e A counselor is someone who gives advice about the problems and
challenges in life.

e This wisdom was found in Jesus at a very young age.

e When Jesus was twelve they took Him with them to Jerusalem.

e On the way home they realized He was with the group traveling
together. Luke 2:46-47

46 Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the
midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 4’ And
all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers.

e Jesus knows everything about everything, including you.

e He is the only one in the universe who has the answers to the
questions we have.

e Third, Jesus is Mighty God.

e Jesus was born as a human male, but He never stopped being God.
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e While He walked on this earth, He put aside His divine attributes, but
they never stopped being His.

e After he died, was buried and then resurrected, He ascended.

e In heaven, in His glorified state, He is fully Man and fully God.

¢ As God, there is nothing He cannot do. Jeremiah 32:17
Ah, Lord Gob! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great
power and outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You.

e That comforts me, because there are things that come into our lives
that are too big for us, too hard for us, too painful for us.

e [ am glad there is a God who 1s bigger than anything that will ever
come into my life.

e Fourth, Jesus is Everlasting Father.

e This one is a little confusing when you first look at it.

e Jesus is God the Son; how can He also be Everlasting Father?

e Another way of translating this is ‘Father of the Ages’ or ‘Father of
Time’.

e Jesus is in control of time — He is in control of the past, present, and
the future.

e Fear and worry are common to almost everyone.

e Fear of my past catching up to me, questions about where my life is or
where it 1s going and worries about an uncertain future.

e But Jesus is in control over all of that. Philippians 4:6-7

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus.

e [f He is in control, then I don’t need to worry that I am not in control.

e Fifth, Jesus is Prince of Peace

e As the Prince of Peace, He 1s the source of peace.

e [ am thankful that President Trump is working to bring peace to this

world.

But in the end, it is temporary.

e Wars and rumors of war will continue until the Prince of Peace comes.

e Jesus told the disciples He would be leaving to back to the Father in
heaven.

e They were very troubled by that truth.
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e Jesus gave them a truth we all need to embrace. John 14:27
2’Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you; not as the world gives do | give
to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

e Jesus is Immanuel, God with us, Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

e But the question we must ask ourselves is, ‘Will we call Him by those
titles?’

e Before I can do that I have to accept something else. Isaiah 9:6a

SFor unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given.

e ‘a Son is given’ — given by whom. John 3:16
5For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

e God the Father gave Jesus to everyone on the earth in all generations.
e For what purpose did God give us His Son? Mark 10:45

4SFor even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom for many.

e His life was given by God the Father and then by Jesus Himself to pay
a ransom to free people from bondage.
e You see, the people of this world, every last one, had been sold into

slavery — to sin. Romans 3:23
Z3Al1 have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

¢ And there was nothing anyone could do to change that — except God.

e Names have meanings — Jesus = Jehovah saves, God saves.

e This time of year, we get gifts for those people we love and
appreciate.

e God looked down on this world and saw His precious creation in
slavery to sin.

e God the Father gave the world the most precious thing He could give
— His own precious Son.

e But it is a gift that must be accepted.

e To get to heaven I must accept God’s gift of Jesus. John 14:6
6Jesus said to him, “l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.”

One of the titles we haven’t talked about is Christ.

Christ means the same as Messiah — the Anointed One of God.
Jesus was sent by God the Father to save us.

The rest of Jesus’ titles mean nothing to us until that one means

something to us.
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Once we receive Christ Jesus as our Savior, we can relate to His other
titles.

‘Immanuel, God with us’ — I know Jesus is always with me.
‘Wonderful’ — everywhere I look I am filled with wonder at the
majesty of God, the grace and mercy of God, and His love for me.
‘Counselor’ — daily He helps me through the things of my life.
‘Mighty God’ — I can boldly, fearlessly face this day and any day that
comes, because he 1s able.

And as [ walk by faith, I know He is right beside me.

‘Everlasting Father’ — my life, past, present, and future are in His
loving hands — nothing to fear or worry about.

‘Prince of Peace’ — I have found the peace that I always wanted.

And nothing this world throws at me can take it totally away.

God the Father gave His Son for me.

He did it because He loves me, and I am valuable enough to Him that
He would send His own Son to this world to die for me.

And every day I unwrap more of this amazing gift.

He becomes more wonderful, He guides me through the difficulties of
life, I fear less of what this life might throw at me, I look more
forward to the future He has in store for me, and I know more and
more of His peace.

But God doesn’t just love me, He loves the whole world, He loves
you.

Even if you have never loved Him.

But the only way He can show you that is for you to accept the gift of
His Son.

[ am going to pray and give you an opportunity to do that right now.
Prayer — Communion - Last Song!
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